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Franklin County
Animal Control Ordinance

ARTICLE |

Section 1-1 Definitions

Animal Shelter/Any premises designated by the county for the gsepf impounding and
caring for animals found running at large or subjecimpounding in accordance to provisions of this
ordinance.

Physical AttackA person or another animal approached by an uaiaet animal in a
vicious, terrorizing or threatening manner or apparattitude of attack without the animal having
been teased molested, provoked, beaten, torturedherwise harmed.

Attack Training Facility:Any person, group or persons, partnership or aatpmn engageth
boarding, breeding, selling or training dogs oresthnimals in mode of attack.

Dangerous AnimalAny animal that has demonstrated a fierce or daugepropensity or
tendency to do any act which may endanger persopsoperty and/or any nhondomesticated animal
indigenous to the state of North Carolina includiytprid animals that are part wild. This would
include but not be limited to any dog which (1)aadss, bites, attacks or inflicts serious injuryan
human being without provocation on public or privptoperty and/or (2) which has killed or injured
a pet or domestic animal without provocation whehan the owner's property. Exceptiohs dog
is dangerous pursuant to this definition if attih®e the threat, injury or damage was sustained, th
person attacked was teasing, tormenting, abusiagsaulting the dog, or has in the past teased,
tormented, abused or assaulted the dog or was dtingror attempting to commit a crime. Nor
shall a dog be considered dangerous pursuant aefivdtion if it has attacked or injured a pet or
domesticated animal in defense of an attack byrematnimal or if it is protecting or defending its
young. Dangerous animals must be so designateldebpe¢alth Director after his having been
presented sufficient evidence to do so.

Dealer:Any person who is licensed by the U.S. Departnoéitgriculture as a dealer.

Domestic Animal:Any of various animals such as horses, sheedecgiats, hogs, poultry,
etc., domesticated by man so as to live and breadame condition.

Exhibitor: Any person who is licensed by the U.S. Departnoértgriculture as a exhibitor.

Exposed to Rabie#in animal that has been exposed to rabies witiemteaning of this
ordinance, if it has been bitten by, or been exgdee any animal known or suspected to have been
infected with rabies.
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Exotic Animal: Any carnivore, primate, poisonous snake, non-vesusnor other venomous
animal not indigenous to North Carolina and notuded in the definition of domestic animal or
inherently dangerous mammal.

Inherently Dangerous Mammahherently dangerous mammal is any live membethef
canidae, felidae, or unsidae families, includindpitigs thereof, which, due to their inherent nature,
may be considered dangerous to humans and whittidaic

1. Canidaejncluding any member of the dog (canid) family nostomarily
domesticated by man, or any hybrids which; arecas<between a wolf and a domestic
dog, but not including domestic dogs (Canis Famd)a

2. Felidae:including any member of the cat family weighingeofifteen (15) pounds not
customarily domesticated by man, or any hybri@sdbf, but not including domestic

cats (Felis catus).

3. Ursidae:including any member of the bear family, or anyphgs thereof.

Kennel, Dealer, or BreedeAny person, group of persons, partnership or aafmn engaged in
buying, selling, breeding or boarding animals.

Neutered Any male animal which has been operated upondwegmt reproduction.

Owner:Any person, group of persons, firm, partnershiparporation owning, keeping, having
charge of, sheltering, feeding, harboring or takiage of any animal. The owner is responsible for
the care, actions and behavior of his animalshéneivent that the owner of an animal is a mina, th
parent or guardian of such minor shall be helddidbr non-compliance with the provision of this
ordinance.

Pet: A domesticated animal kept for pleasure rattem utility.

Restraint:A animal is under restraint within the meaningthit ordinance if it is (1) controlled by
means of a chain, leash, or other like device (o within a vehicle being driven or parked; (3)
within a secure enclosure, or (4) within the dwejlhouse of the owner.

Secure Enclosure fence or structure of adequate height, formingansing a humane enclosure
suitable to prevent the animal from escaping ammté@ent the entry of young children. For
purposes of this definition, a home, mobile homeeaparate garage do not meet this definition.

SpayedAny female animal which has been operated upgrduent conception.

Stray: Any dog or cat that appears stray, homeless oraated, and any dog that is not displaying a
valid rabies tag unless exempted under Section 2-3.
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Section 1-2. Basis and Authority of the Animal QohProgram

The Health Director shall be responsible for thtbeErement of the provisions of this
Ordinance. North Carolina General Statutes 130Ath8fugh 130A-200 designate the
County Health Director as the local official respitnte for rabies control. The Franklin
County Board of Commissioners have appointed thenGoHealth Director as the local
official responsible for dangerous dogs in the aguas prescribed by North Carolina
General Statute 67-1 through 67-32. Additionaliyy €ounty Health Director has been
appointed by the Franklin County Board of Commiseis as Animal Cruelty Investigator
pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 19ABugh 19A-47.

The basis for this ordinance lies within the inltreesponsibilities/authority granted by those
General Statutes listed. Such ordinance also amnteEms specific to Franklin County which the
Board of Health has identified as having significaffect on the public health, as inherent under
North Carolina General Statute 130A-39.

A.

The Animal Control Program of Franklin County, has&dter referred to as The
Animal Control Program, a functional unit of theaRklin County Health
Department, shall be under immediate supervisiath@fCounty Health Director and
shall be composed of such employees as shall beagp by the Board of
Commissioners.

Employees or agents enforcing this chapter shalldsggnated as animal control

officers. In the performance of their duties, arigmntrol officers shall have all the
powers, authority and immunity granted under thiapter and by the general laws of
this state to enforce the provisions of this chgpaed the General Statutes of North
Carolina as they relate to the care, treatmentyabor impounding of animals.

Section 1-3. General Duties of Animal Control Peogr

A.

The Animal Control Program shall be charged with tbsponsibility of:

1. Enforcing in this county, all state and county lasmslinances and resolutions
relating to the care, custody and control of angmnal

2. Assisting in the enforcement of the laws of theestith regard to animals and
especially with regard to vaccination of animalsaiagt rabies and the
confinement or controlling of dangerous animals dadgerous dogs.

3. Investigating cruelty or abuse with regard to anana

4. Making such canvasses of the county as it deenessary for the purpose of
ascertaining that all animals are vaccinated agaaises as required by local
ordinance or State statute.

5. Operating, pursuant to policies of the Board of ldhedhe county animal
shelter.
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B. It shall be the duty of The Animal Control Progréorkeep, or cause to be kept,
accurate and detailed records of:

1. Impoundment and disposition of all animals comimig ithe animal shelter.
2. Bite cases, violations and complaints, and invesibg of same.
3. All monies belonging to the county which were dedvrom impoundment

fees, penalties and sales of animals.
4, All other records deemed necessary.

Section 1-4. Exemptions from Program Authority/Respbility.

A. Dead Animals. The Animal Control Program has legaponsibility and authority to
prevent occurrence and spread of rabies. The 8&mdoes not deal with dead
animals. Animal Control Officers should not be edlupon to deal with dead animals
unless the threat of rabies exists.

B. Wildlife. The Animal Control Program is concernedlwdomestic animals. Instances
involving wildlife should be referred to local wiitk officials. Animal Control may
assist wildlife officials in actual or suspectedes of rabies.

C. Animals on Roads and Road Right-of-Ways. The Ani@ahtrol Program is not
responsible for dead animals on roads or road-ofmiays. The State Highway
Patrol and Department of Transportation, with restdality of maintaining/assuring
traffic flow on roads and their right-of-ways shdue called when animals affect this
traffic flow.

D. Dog Calls in the Municipalities. Municipalities \Wwitheir own ordinances are
responsible for their own enforcement of such aadoes. Animals caught or
entrapped by appropriate city or town personnel betaken to the County Animal
Shelter per prior agreement with the County, atclwvhime they will be treated asher
animals impounded. At the point of surrender, fhprapriate authority givinghe
animal to the Animal Control Officer is considertedbe the owner; the animal will be
kept at the Shelter as provided in these proceddm@smals not claimed
within the seventy-two hour period, beginning atlstime as the animal was turned
over to the County Animal Shelter, may be adoptedtioerwise disposed of.
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Section 1-5. Cruelty to Animals

It shall be unlawful for any person to molest, toet, torment, deprive of necessary
sustenance, cruelly beat, needlessly mutilatelpmkdund, injure, poison, abandon or subject to
conditions detrimental to its health or generalfare any animal, or to cause or procure such action
The words "torture" and "torment" shall be heldntdude every act, omission or neglect whereby
unjustifiable physical pain, suffering or deattt@ised or permitted; but such terms shall not be
construed to prohibit lawful shooting of birds, daaed other game for human food; nor to prohélit
animal's owner, a veterinarian, the Health DireoroAnimal Control Program agents from
destroying dangerous, unwanted or injured aninmadshumane manner, nor to prohibit the lawifeg
of animals in scientific research.

Animal cruelty investigator(s). The Health Directsappointed by the Franklin County
Board of Commissioners as provided under Genestl&t 19A-45, as well as the defined duties of an
animal cruelty investigator as mandated by Gertgtatutes 19A-46 and 19A-47.

Section 1-6. Unwanted or Stray Animals

A. It shall be unlawful for any owner to permit anraail to wander freely as unwanted
or stray.

The Animal Control Program may confiscate any amig)dound to be at large and
impound such animal(s) at the Franklin County Arif8helter in accordance with the
provisions of Article IIl.

B. An owner may lawfully permit an animal which is rd#tngerous to be at large in the
course of a show, obedience school, tracking,téetd training, or other events
sanctioned or supervised by a recognized orgaaizdtiunting dogs may be free in
the course of hunting. However, this provisionsloet exempt an owner from
otherwise complying with Section 2-3 or any othasvision of this Chapter.

C. Any owner permitting animals to wander freely asvanted or stray shall pay a civil
penalty of:

1) First violation - $0.00 plus boarding fee

(2) Second violation - $25.00 plus boarding fee

3) Third violation - $50.00 plus boarding fee

4) Fourth violation - the animal is officially labeled running as stray or
unwanted and becomes property of the Animal Coftrogram for adoptioor
humane destruction.

*** Boarding fee shall be set each year in the Bed@rdinance and may be subject to

change each year by action of the Board of Comuomness.

D. Said penalty shall be paid within 72 hours of $muance of a citation for violation of
this section.
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Section 1-7. Animals Creating Nuisance

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keepsgess or maintain an animal in such
a manner so as to constitute a nuisance.

B. The actions of an animal constitute a nuisance vameanimal disturbs the personal
property rights of, threatens the safety of, andges a member of the general public.
However, the barking of dogs, regardless of themeaor repetition of the barking, is
specifically excluded as a nuisance under theipwrof this section. By way of
example and not of limitation, the following actsactions by an owner or possessor
of an animal are hereby declared to be a nuisandeare therefore unlawful:

1 Maintaining an animal that habitually causes dantageal or personal
property such as gardens, dwellings, or parts diere

2. Failing to confine in a building or secure encl@sarfemale dog while in
estrus.
3. Maintaining an animal that repeatedly or persisyeritases, snaps at, attacks

or otherwise molests pedestrians, bicyclists, meédicle passengers or farm
stock or domestic animals.

4. Maintaining an animal that habitually or continulyusiters on public places.

5. Maintaining an animal that is diseased and danget@the health of the
public unless under the care of a licensed vetaana

Section 1-8. Confinement and Control of Inherently Dangerous Maats

A. It shall be unlawful for any owner to keep an irdrgly dangerous mammal within the
county.
B. Exemptions

The following shall be exempt from this ordinance:

1. Any nonprofit institution or exhibitor or dealer weh owns or harbors
inherently dangerous mammals for research, providadsuch
institution/facility/premises are licensed by theSUDepartment of
Agriculture.

2. Traveling fairs, circuses and carnivals shall deaexempt from this section.
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C.

Recapturing

The owner of any inherently dangerous mammal skatiburse Franklin County fal
costs incurred while attempting to recapture amapsd inherently dangerous
mammal. If the animal is sheltered or euthanized\biynal Control, the owner shall
also pay these costs.

Section 1-9. Confinement and Control of Exotic Anim

A.

Section 1-10.

It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper to fxkemy exotic animal within the
county unless it is confined within a humane se@rnclosure as required by the
Health Director and unlesft) it is securely muzzled and under restraint by a
competent person who, by means of a leash, chape, or other device suitable to
adequately restrain the particular animal, has suitmal firmly under control at all
times, and (2) it is being transported to rece®&rinary care, to be sold or to be
destroyed.

Any exotic animal which is not properly securedestrained as required by this
section or which has injured or endangered anggmemay be confiscated or
impounded at the owner or keeper's expense.

Recapturing

The owner of any exotic animal shall reimburse KlanCounty for all costs incurred
while attempting to recapture any escaped inhegreenbtic animal. If the animal is

sheltered or euthanized by Animal Control, the owshall also pay these costs.

Confinement and Control of Dangerdaisnals and Dangerous Dogs

A.

It is unlawful for any owner to maintain or harhorconfined or unrestrained any
dangerous dog or animal which (1) bites, inflietiiry, assaults, or otherwise attaeks
human being without provocation on public or prévatoperty or (2) injures dills a

pet or domesticated animal. After the investigatiba dangerous dog

complaint is complete by the animal control offiegrd there is evidence to support such
a finding, said dog or animal may be deemed dangeby the Health Director.

The owner will be notified in writing to confinealdog or animal in a humane secure
enclosure. The owner shall post a plainly visgitgh upon the secure enclosure
warning that a dangerous dog or animal is on thengges. Said sign shall be no
smaller than one foot by two feet or two square ifearea.

The owner shall have 30 days from the date of icatibn to provide a humane,
secure enclosure. The animal deemed "Dangeroudl"lhainder constant restraint
on the owner's property during this period.
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D. An animal control officer is empowered to confise#te dog or animal and harbor it
at the owner's expense pending the owner's canistnuof a humane secure
enclosure. If any dangerous animal or dog is coafed under this provision, the
owner of the dangerous dog or animal shall be gwetien notice at the time of
confiscation that if the owner fails to provideecure enclosure upon the expiration of
thirty days from confiscation Animal Control istharized to dispose of the animal. If
the owner constructs a secure enclosure whicppgsozed by Animal Control, and the
animal is not being destroyed, the animal mayageemed within thirty days from
confiscation so long as all fees owed to Animahtta for harboring, caring and
maintaining the animal are paid.

E. Dogs or animals trained or being trained in modattsck are subject to the
provision of B, C and D of this section.

Section 1-11. Requirements for Attack Training FBci

It shall be unlawful for any person, group of pe&rsopartnership or corporation to conduct
training in mode of attack for dogs or other aninal any location unless such training is conducted
within a secure enclosure and otherwise permittetbr County Zoning Regulations.

Such training within a secure enclosure withinnieaning of this ordinance if it is performed
within (1) a fence or structure of adequate heighlgrevent the dog or animal from jumping, climbiog
otherwise escaping from the enclosure and (2)tsaiding is conducted in the presence of the
owner(s) or trainer(s) at all times.

Any dog or animal trained or being trained in madattack is deemed to be dangerous and is
subject to all the provision of this ordinance tekto dangerous dogs or dangerous animals.

Section 1-12. Confiscation of Animals

Any animal not kept in accordance with the requieats of this article, may be confiscated by
the animal control officer and harbored at the owgnexpense until the owner complies with the
requirements of this article, or disposed of avijgled in Section 2-6.

Should an animal be confiscated, it will be plasedn appropriate boarding facility or other
such place at which all the animal's medical arslennance needs will be met. The owner, in order to
redeem such animal, must reimburse the facilitg@adlts associated with this placement prior to
redeeming the animal.
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Section 1-13. Required Notification to Animal CanltProgram by Owners of Dangerous Animals or
Dangerous Dogs

The owner of a dangerous animal or dangerous dalyjisform The Animal Control
Program, as soon as practicable, but not later 2dahours, after determination of the occurrence of
any of the following:

1) An assault, attack or biting upon any human bemmmitted by any such animal in
the owner's care or control.

2) An attack or biting upon any domesticated animgetrwhile said animal is off the
owner's property.

3) The destruction of or damage to property of anollyesuch animal.
4) The roaming or escape of any animal required teebained or confined to a secure
enclosure.

Section 1-14. Dogs or Animals Used for Sentry oafEuuty

Any person owning, maintaining or harboring a degother animal for sentry or guard
purposes must register said dog or animal with Ahienal Control Program.

A sign warning that there is a guard or sentry diognimal on the premises shall be
displayed. The owner shall post a plainly visibgnsupon the secure enclosure warning that a
dangerous dog or animal is on the premises. Sgid shall be no smaller than one foot by two feet or
two square feet in area.

Section 1-15. Law Enforcement Dogs Excluded

Any dog used by a law enforcement agency in thedtigation of crimes or as necessary in the
enforcement of the law.

Section 1-16. Interference with Enforcement of éldi

It shall be unlawful for any person to interferetlwihinder or molest The Animal Control
Program agents or officers in the performance gfduty authorized by this chapter, or to seek to
release any animal in the custody of such officexsept as otherwise specifically provided.
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ARTICLE II.

RABIES CONTROL

Section 2-1. Compliance with State Law, Article as Supplemertate Law

A. It shall be unlawful for any animal owner or otlperrson to fail to comply with the
state laws relating to the control of rabies.

B. It is the purpose of this article to supplementgtae laws by providing a procedure
for the enforcement of state laws relating to ealiontrol, in addition to the criminal

penalties provided by state law.

Section 2-2. Inoculation of Dogs, Cats and Other Pets

A It shall be unlawful for an owner to fail to proeid¢urrent inoculation against rabies
(hydrophobia) for any dog or cat four (4) monthsagé or older. Should it be deemed
necessary by the County Health Director, the Bahrdounty Commissioners, or the
State Public Health Veterinarian that other petsbeulated in order to prevent a
threatened epidemic or to control an existing epideit shall be unlawful for an
owner to fail to provide current inoculation agairabies for that pet.

B. A rabies inoculation shall be deemed "current"datog and cat if two inoculations
have been given one year apart and booster dosabie$ vaccine thereafter.

C. Only rabies vaccinations administered by a licensstdrinarian or certified lab
vaccinator are considered to adequately vaccimataamal against rabies; owner
administered vaccines do not satisfy this requirgme

Section 2-3. Inoculation Tag

A. Upon complying with the provision of Section 2-2tbis article, there shall be issued
to the owner of the animal inoculated a numberethhietag, stamped with the
number and the year of which issued, and indicatiag the animal has been
inoculated against rabies.

B. It shall be unlawful for any dog owner to fail toopide the dog with a collar or
harness to which a current tag issued under tkbifoses securely attached. The
collar or harness, with attached tag, must be vabiall times, except during the time the
dog is hunting or is performing at shows, obedianais, tracking tests, field
trails, schools or other events sanctioned andrsigasl by a recognized organization.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to use for amymal a rabies inoculation tag
issued for an animal other than the one for whightag was issued.
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Section 2-4. Evidence of Inoculation of Cats

Cats shall not be required to wear the metallicrefgrred to in Section 2-3-19 of this article,
but the owner of a cat shall maintain the rabiexiration certificates as written evidence to prthaes
the cat has a current rabies inoculation.

Section 2-5. Report and Confinement of Animalsi@itPersons or Showing Symptoms of Rabies

A. Every dog or cat which has bitten any person orctvishows symptoms of rabies
shall be confined immediately and shall be proypnmported to the Animal Control
Program, and thereupon shall be securely quaethtet the direction of The Animal
Control Program, for a period of ten (10) days, ahdll not be released from such
quarantine except by written permission from Themad Control Program.

B. Dogs and cats quarantined under this section beatbnfined in a veterinary
hospital, boarding kennel, or county animal shedtahe expense of the owner;
provided, however, that if an animal control officketermines that the owner of an
animal which must be quarantined has adequatereamgnt facilities upon his owner
premises, the animal control officer shall authettize animal to be confined on such
premises. The animal control officer may not auitethe animal to be confined on the
owner's premises unless the owner has a fenceae#ni@ his yard and the fencedarea
has no entrances or exits that are not lockedtl@mndnimal is currently
vaccinated against rabies. Proof will be requiretha time of investigation. If the
animal is confined on the owner's premises, thenahcontrol officer shall revisit the
premises for inspection purposes at approximatedymiddle of the confinement
period and again at the conclusion of the confingrperiod.

C. In the case of stray dogs or cats whose ownershiptiknown, the dogs or cats may
be euthanized and the head examined for rabiesmirféar the supervised quarantine
period required by this section at the county ahhalter.

D. If rabies does not develop within ten (10) daysradt dog or cat is quarantined under
this section, the dog or cat may be released froanantine with the written
permission of The Animal Control Program. If thegdmr cat has been confined in the
county animal shelter, the owner shall pay anyessary veterinarian fees and
boarding fees set by the Board of Commissioners.

E. In the case of any carnivore or bat the animal beguthanized and the head
examined for rabies.

F. Animals bitten by or having contact with a suspdatbid animal which does not
have a current rabies vaccination will be euthathimed the head examined for rabies.
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Section 2-6. Destruction of Animal Bitten by Ralidimal

Unvaccinated animals, or those without a currebiasvaccination, bitten by a known rabid
animal shall be immediately destroyed. If the adifmas a current rabies inoculation, it shall be
revaccinated and returned to the owner.

Section 2-7. Area-Wide Emergency Quarantine

A. When reports indicate a positive diagnosis of rehilee County Health Director may
order an area-wide quarantine for such period atebens necessary. Upon invoking
of such emergency quarantine, no dog, cat or atherivores shall be taken into the
streets or permitted to be in the streets durirdp @eriod. During such quarantine,
no dog or cat or other carnivore may be takerhipped from the county without
written permission of The Animal Control Programdahe police and sheriff
departments are hereby directed during such emeygenimpound any dog, cat or
other carnivore found running at large in the dguBuring the quarantine period,
The Animal Control Program or local health auttiesi shall be empowered to
provide for a program of mass immunization by th&klishment of temporary
emergency rabies vaccination facilities stratdgidacated throughout the county.

B. In the event there are additional positive caseasalnits occurring during the period of
quarantine, such period of quarantine may be ext@iad the discretion of the County

Health Director.

Section 2-8. Postmortem Diagnosis

A. If any animal dies while under observation for eshithe head of such animal shall be
removed and taken to the State Laboratory of Pitdsialth for rabies diagnosis.

B. The carcass of any animal suspected of dying désathall be surrendered to The
Animal Control Program. The head of such animalldtea removed and taken to the
State Laboratory of Public Health for rabies diagjao

Section 2-9. Unlawful Killing, Releasing, etc. of Certain Aninsal

It shall be unlawful for any person to kill or rake any animal under observation for rabies,
any animal suspected of having been exposed tesahiny animal biting having bitten a human, or to
remove such animal from the county without writparmission from The Animal Control
Program and the County Health Director.

Section 2-10. Failure to Surrender Animal for Quérse or Destruction

It shall be unlawful for any person to fail or refuto surrender any animal for quarantine or
destruction as required in this article when demianmdade by The Animal Control Program.
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ARTICLE Il

IMPOUNDMENT

Section 3-1. Generally

Any animal which appears to be lost, stray or uneanor which is found to be not wearing a
valid rabies vaccination tag, as required by deateor this ordinance shall be impounded by The
Animal Control Program and confined in an animall&r in a humane manner. Impoundment of
such an animal shall not relieve the owner theheoh any penalty which may be imposed for this
ordinance.

Section 3-2. Notice to Owner

Immediately upon impounding an animal the animaltod program shall make reasonable
efforts to notify the owner and inform such ownéthe conditions whereby the animal may be
redeemed. If the owner is unknown or cannot betémbanotice of such impoundment shall be
immediately posted and remain posted for threel§yk or until such time thereafter as the animal is
disposed of, on a bulletin board at the animaltehehnd the time and place of the taking of such
animal, together with the time and date of postimgnotice shall be stated herein.

Section 3-3. Redemption by Owner Generally

A. The owner of an animal impounded under this articéey redeem the animal and
regain possession thereof within seventy-two (#2)rk after notice of impoundment is
given or posted by complying with all applicableyisions of this chapter and
paying any necessary veterinarian's fee and a inggieke set by the Board of County
Commissioners.

B. No animal owner may be permitted to adopt his omimal under the provisions of
Section 3-2 in order to reclaim an animal thattheesn impounded pursuant to state

law or this article.

Section 3-4. Destruction or Adoption of Unredeemaidnals Generally

A. If an impounded animal is not redeemed by the owxitlin the period prescribed in
Section 3-3, it may be destroyed in a humane nrammghall become the property of
the animal shelter(s) and offered for adoptioaryg responsible adult who is willing
to comply with this ordinance. Such animal may demed or purchased by the first
such person who pays the adoption fee.

B. All unsterilized dogs 5 months of age or older adddrom Franklin County Animal
Shelter shall be either spayed or neutered witB) days of their adoption. All

animals adopted under 5 months of age shall bgespar neutered at 6 months of
age. Written proof of the sterilization shall bemptly provide by the adopter to The
Animal Control Program of the Franklin County Headbepartment. The adoption of
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any animal not sterilized pursuant to this sectball be deemed to violate the provision of
this section and must be returned by the appliftante-adoption to the Franklin County
Animal Shelter. The Animal Control Program is authed to obtain an adoption
agreement from an applicant to implement the piomgsof this section.

C. The animal shelter shall require from the adoptsteailization deposit fee established
by the Board of Commissioners to insure that ktation is obtained in addition to
the established adoption fee.

When written proof that the required sterilizatlmass been performed by a licensed
veterinarian is returned to The Animal Control Reog, an amount equal to the
sterilization deposit fee will be reimbursed to gdopter. A person who fails within the
specified time to arrange for the sterilizatioraofunsterilized cat or dog

purchased or adopted from the animal shelter fisrtbie sterilization deposit fee and
shall surrender the cat or dog to the animal shelte

D. No animal which has been impounded by reason dfeilsg a stray, unclaimed by its
owner, shall be allowed to be adopted from thenahshelter during a period of
emergency rabies quarantine invoked pursuant ¢tde3-5, of the ordinance, except
by special authorization of the Health Director.

E. Any animals that exhibit fierce, dangerous or aggire behavior will not be offered
for adoption.

Section 3-5. Procedure with Respect to Redemption or Adoptiodmfaccinated Dog

A. Unless proof of a current rabies vaccination cafubeished, every person who either
adopts or redeems a dog or cat at the animal shéltdoe given a "proof of rabies
vaccination card" at the time of the redemptioma@doption. This card will be
stamped with a date stating the maximum time latidwed to take the dog or cat to
the veterinarian of such person's choice for mb&ccination. The time limit for dogs
and cats four (4) months and older will be sevewy (72) hours, with Sundays and
holidays excluded. For puppies and kittens under f4) months, the time limit will
vary according to their age.

B. The "proof of rabies vaccination card" will be cdetpd and returned to the animal
shelter by the veterinarian. If this card is natreed to the animal shelter within the
time limit specified on the card, an animal contfficer will be dispatched to retrieve
the dog or cat.

C. Payment for the rabies vaccination provided fathis section will be the
responsibility of the person redeeming or adoptiveganimal.

Section 3-6. Suspected Rabid Animals Not to be Redeemed or Adopt

Notwithstanding any other provision of this articmimals impounded which appear to be
suffering from rabies shall not be redeemed or szthpbut shall be dealt with in accordance with
Avrticle Il of this ordinance.
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Section 3-7. Destruction of Wounded or Diseasedwahs

Notwithstanding any other provision of this articémy animal impounded which is badly
wounded or diseased (not a rabies suspect) andohiaentification shall be destroyed immediately in
a humane manner. If the animal has identificatiba ,Animal Control Program shall attempt to
notify the owner before disposing of such, buhé bwner cannot be reached readily, and the animal
is suffering, The Animal Control Program may degtitoe animal at its discretion in a humane

manner.

PENALTIES

ARTICLE IV

Section 4-1. Imposition of Penalties for ViolationfsArticle |

A.

Except as otherwise provided, any person who \@slany provision of this

ordinance, shall be fined a civil penalty of onentited dollars ($100.00). If the
violation is continued, each day's violation sltalhstitute a separate offense.
Payment of said penalties shall be made within(1@h days. Civil penalties may be
assessed by citation and recovered by Franklin tyaam civil action in the nature &
debt.

If any dangerous animal or dangerous dog previdasigd to be such pursuant to
Section 1-10A of this Article shall, when unprovdkeattack, assault, wound, bite or
otherwise injure or kill a human being, the owskall pay a five hundred dollar
($500.00) civil penalty and, after a ten (10) daajting period exclusive of Sundays
and holidays, said dog may be destroyed by The Ah@@ontrol Program. For each
owner's subsequent violation said owner shall pfifgeeen hundred dollar ($1,500.00)
civil penalty for owning or keeping a dangerousvaal or dangerous dog which
attacks, assaults, wounds, bites or otherwiseédnjor kills a human being.

If any dangerous animal or dangerous dog previdasigd to be such pursuant to
Section 1-10A of this Article shall, when unprovdkéill, wound or worry or assist in
killing or wounding any domestic animal or pet, thener of said dog shall pay a two
hundred fifty dollar ($250.00) civil penalty and & hnimal Control Program is
empowered to confiscate and, after the expiratfomten (10) day waiting period
exclusive of Sundays and holidays, may destroy gaidyerous dog or animal. For
each subsequent violation the owner of said dagnonal shall pay a civil penalty éfe
hundred dollars ($500.00).

A violation of this ordinance shall subject thelator to criminal as well as civil
action. In addition to the civil penalties or faegposed under this ordinance,
violation of this chapter shall be a Class 3 misdanor for which a criminal summons
may be issued. Any person convicted of such viotashall be fined not more théime
hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not entbran 30 days. Each daylslation
of this section is a separate offense. PaymenffiokEamposed in criminal proceedings
pursuant to this subsection does not relieve esopers§his liability for

taxes, civil penalties or fees imposed under thisnance.
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E. In addition, enforcement of this ordinance may p@ppropriate equitable remedy,
injunction or order of abatement issued by a cofidompetent jurisdiction.

Section 4-2 Imposition of Penalties for Violations of Articléand IlI

Penalties for violations of Article Il or Ill of tb Ordinance shall be in accordance with those
penalties otherwise set out in State Law.

Section 4-3 Appeals of Administrative Decisions

Should an individual wish to appeal a decisionrofaimal control officer enforcing this
ordinance under direction of the Local Health Dioeche/she must notify the Health Director of such
appeal within 3 days. The Health Director will rewi all circumstances and make a decision, in
writing, within 10 days. The individual then hastopl0 additional calendar days to make written
appeal to the Board of Health, which has been daségl the Dangerous Dog Board by the County
Commissioners. Such decision will be final and wél given to the individual following the next Bdar
of Health meeting.

Article V - Effective Date

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be Jania1998.

ADOPTED THIS the 1st day of December, 1997.

{
/ Chairman /
vV Franklin County Commissioners

¥

Attested to by:
o the Boayd




ITEM 5-E

FRANKLIN COUNTY
ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

Amend Article |. Section 1-4. D. to read:

Dog Calls in the Municipalities. Municipalities Wittheir own ordinances are
responsible for their own enforcement of such aadaes. Animals caught or
entrapped by appropriate city or town personnel fpayaken to the County Animal

Shelter per prior agreement with the County, atclwiHime they will be treated as other
animals impounded. At the point of surrender, therapriate authority giving the

animal to the Animal Control Officer is consideredbe the owner except that the
municipality shall not be held fiscally responsilite fees and penalties contained in
Section 1-6.C.; the animal will be kept at the $rehs provided in these procedures.
Animals not claimed within the seventy-two houripdr beginning at such time as the

animal was turned over to the County Animal Shelteay be adopted or otherwise
disposed of.

Approved:  September 8, 1998

Effective: September 8, 1998

FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

QJ‘CZ : 4 A (JMJQ&’M/
JEAl GORDON, CLERK




